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Mayday Arrests Explained 


Washington Police Chief 
Jerry V. Wilson said last night 
that if only 1,000 or 2,000 dem- 
onstrators had broken the law 
during the. Mayday demonstra- 
tions here, they would have 
been arrested under “normal 
processes.” 

Appearing on a television 
interview program, Wilson 
said that the police had “a 
failry good grasp” that 8,000 
or 10,000 demonstrators were 
in the city. 

“But we really did not ex- 
pect that there would be that 
many who would .purposely 
violate the law in terms of 
trying to close the city down, 1 
Wilson.said. 

: “If there had been 1,000 or 
2,000 blocking the streets, we 
could have gone, along with 
normal processes' and proc- 
essed them out of the street 
without badly disrupting 
traffic. •... *. •• 

On May 3, the peak day of 


the . demonstrations, Wilson 
suspended use of the police 
field arrest form, and ordered 
m'ass; arrests and ' jailings. He 
said last night that he would 
take both steps again. 

“It’s just not practical to 
make , that kind of mass ar- 
rests without suspending the 
field arrest forms,” Wilson 
said. '-.if;: 

If demonstrations of such a 
large-scale occur here again, 
Wilson said, the department 
may use a videotape camera 
instead of field arrest forms. 
He (added that the Washington 
Coliseum— where ’ thousands 
were temporarily jailed in 
May— would . be rented in ad- 
vance “so we won’t have to 
use the (Washington Redskins) 
practice field”’ ' ; 

Elsewhere in the program, 
Wilson declared that he sees, 
fewer “tensions between the 
police now and the population 


in general than I did in ’67 
and ’68.” j 

He added that a “better so- 
lution” to crime, than preven- 
tive detention would be ( “a 
court system . that can get 
the person to trial fairly rap- 
idly.”-'-' ■ ' - : . " 

", W.lxson was , interviewee., on 
WET A-TV(s “Thirty Minutes 

with.” ' " f". ; f- : ,f 



